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Obfervations upon the Validity of Forcible, Improvident, and 
Clandeftine Marriages. 


I’, is the diftinguifhed lot of Englifhmen to live undet a con- 
ftitution admirable for the juftice of its laws in the redrefs of 
injuries. Crimes are afcertained and punifhments are propor- 
tioned to their degrees of injury and atrocity.—If this was not the 
difcriminating fpirit of our jurifprudence, we fhould be no longer 
a nation blefled with the happieft government under Heaven ; we 
fhould be no longer a nation of freemen. An arbitrary and 
defpotic power would be claimed and exercifed, no attention would 
be paid to the fprings and fources of human action, no extenuation, 
no compaffion would be fhewn to the manifold infirmities of hu- 
man nature. But happily for us; we do live undef a government 
whofe laws are founded upon the nobleft principles of juftice 
and humanity: Laws that protect the innocent and punith the 
guilty, 

We will now more immediately confider the offence of forcible, 
improvident, and clandeftine marriages, which have been long 
and moft defervedly held in the utmoft abhorrence by our ftatute 
laws. The firft is an offence taat prefents itfelf to the mind, im- 
preflive of every thing horrid and abhorrent, which a violation of 
the deareft rights of man cannot but infpire. It is an offence fo 
dark in its nature, fo deftructive to morality and religion, that the 
legiflature (as will be fhewn hereafter) has not been too fevere in 
annexing to it the awful punifhment of death, It is an offence that 
Vou. XVII. 431. 3 F allows 
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allows of no reparation. If we confider and refle& for a moment 
on the condition of parents, robbed of the deareft pledge of their 
fouls, of an amiable and virtuous child, the comfort and folace of 
their declining years, the fweetner of their ills and troubles, the 
only favourite of their joys and hopes, torn from their breaft, from 
the protection of care and virtue, deliberately torn, her innocence, 
her tender years facrificed to the dark machinations of a wretch, 
of avillaing the ravifher of an infant, actuated by lucre 5 to: be- 
hold this darling of their hearts fall a victim to infamy, to de- 
ftruction, and ruin who can bear ! The foul is chilled with in- 
fupportable anguifh and horror. What is the vengeance of hu- 
man laws? ‘The deprivation of life is no reparation for a crime fo 
atrocious in its nature, a crime that had its movements in the 
dark recefles of the mind, What can make amends for infup- 
portable diftrefs, for deitroying the happinefs and peace of an af- 
feCtionate parent ? To what end is an honourable fortune ac- 
quired for our chikdren if they are thus to be robbed of it? Ie 
checks, it damps the nobleft functions of a parent’s heart. It fills 
he cup of life with forrows too heavy for the human frame to 
bear. But I will addno more, I Jeave the further confideration of 
its malignity to an.abler moralift. I will now proceed to detail the 
laws upon it : 

Serjeant Hawkins in his pleas of the crown, chap. 42%, treat- 
ing of forcible, improvident, and clandeftine marriage, obfervesy 
“ ‘The marrying a woman of fubfiftance by force and. other of- 
fences of the like nature were made felonics by the 3d Hen. 7. 
chap. 2°” [The reader may fefer to that part of the ftatute re- 
cited in the pleas of the crown, as the limits of thefe obfervations 
will not allow to extract it.] He proceeds “ And by 3gth Eli- 
abeth, c. g. all perfons who {fhall be principals, or procurers, or 
acceflories before fuch offence committed, are excluded from the 
benefit of the clergy!”* It has been adjudged a woman thus 
taken away and forcibly married may give evidence againft the 
offender, for he is no hufband de jure, 

As to the improvident marriages, it is ena€ted by 4th and 5th 
Phil. and Mary, c. 8, “That whoever above the age of 14, (by 
flattery, trifling gifts and fair promifes) fhall allure and take away 
any woman-child unmarried within the age of 16 from and againtt 
the confent of her guardians, fhall fuffer two years imprifonment, 

and 


i * See the very valuable Edition of this Author’s works, by Mr. 
each, 
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andfine at-difcretion. Ifthe offender delower-or marry, her, five 
years imprifonment, and fine as before; and if any femal, above 
12 hall confent to unlawful matrimony, fhe ,fhall forfeit all her 
lands to the next of kin, during the life of fuch perfons as {hall fo 
contract matrimony.” . 

Astoclandeftine marriages, fays the aboxe learned writer, and 
alfo the great commentator Biackitone, that by 26th Geo, I. c. 23. 

it is enaéted, “That if any perfon fhall folemnize matrimony, 
except the parties are Quakers or Jews, inany other place thanp 
church or public chapel, where banns have beea ufually publithed, 
unlefs by fpecial licence from the Archbifhop of Canterbury, or 
fhall folemnize matrimony without publication of banns, unlefs 
licence of marriage be firft obtained from fome perfon or perfons 
having authority to grant the fame, he fhall be guilty of felony and 
tranfported for 14 years,and the marriage be null and void.”—- 
Thele claufes contain the laws of forcible, improvident, and clan- 
deftine marriages. 

The three offences are diftinétly fhewn. The firft is made 
capital, the fecond punifhable by fine and imprifonment, the third 
void and the clergyman punithed with. tranfportation, ‘Thus 
ftand the laws: they are conceived to be eafily evaded by running 
to Scotland, as the itatutes which ordain them do not include that 
kingdom. Mr. Hargrave in his very learned edition of Coke and 
Littleton, note 1. fect. £08, thus writes, “ Indeed the validity of 
fuch marriages, was once queftioned, and though in general mar- 
riages are governed by the law of the country in which they are 
celebrated, yet it was doubted whether the /ex /oci ought ina cafe 
accompanied with circumftances fo itrongly marking the intent to 
evade the law of England. See Burrows Reports, 4th part, 
vol. 2d. p. 1079.” He proceeds, * But this point feems now 
fully fettled in favour of the Scotch marriages, by a late decifion 
of the Court of Arcses, which was afterwards confirmed in 
the Court of Delegates.” 

Thus writes Mr. Hargrave, whofe authority is of the firft order. 
The cafe above ailuded to, is that of “Compton againtft Bearcroft, 
where the appellant and refpondent both Englifh {ubjects, and the 
appellant under age ran away without the confeat of her guardians 
and were married in Scotland, on a fuit brought in the Spiritual- 
Court to annul the marriage it was held to be good.” But this per- 
haps cannot be calieda decifion that would govern the Court of 
King’s Beach. The /ex /aci is a curious and interesting quettion, 
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A Dutch author of very deferved authority and reputation for 
his writings on the civil law, throws great illuftration upon this 
queftion.|| He is of opinion the /ex /oci ought not to apply to and 
govern marriages celebrated in another province, and that fuch 
celebration is fraudulent. He certainly reafons upon the matter 
like an honeft man, and in conformity to ftrict principles of juttice. 
The moft eminent writers on politic law coincide in their opini- 
nions with the learned Dutchman. So do the Scotch lawyers, 
Stair, Erfkine, and M’Dowall. Much affiftance is often derived 
in cafes of great importance by the analogy of others. 

Hence in the cafe of Robertfon and Bland in Burrow’s reports 
above recited, which as the reporter obferves, was upon a fecurity 
given in France for money there loft at play, wherein the locality 
of the tranfaction came in queftion, there is an obiter obfervation 
of Lord Mansfield very remarkable; “ as to the money won at 
play, by the rule of the law of England no action can be main- 
tained for it. ‘To this ithas been objected, that the contract was 
made in France ; therefore the law of France muft prevail, and 
be the rule of determination, by which law it is alledged that the 
money is there recoverable before the Marfhals of France, who 
can inforce obedience to their fentences by imprifonment. I ad- 
mit, fays his Lordfhip, that there are many cales where the law of 
the place of the tranfaction fhali be the rule, and the law of Eng- 
Jand is as liberal in this refpect, as other laws are. It has been laid 
down at the Bar, that a marriage in a foreign country mutt be go- 
verned by the law of that country where the marriage was had, which 
in general istrue. But the marriages in Scotland of perfons going 
from hence for that purpofe were inftanced by way of example. ‘They 
may come under a very different confideration, according to the 
opinion of Huberus and other writers. No fuch cafe hath been li- 
tigated in England, except one of a marriage at Oftend, whichcame 
before Lord Hardwicke, who ordered it to be tried in the Eccle- 
fiaftical Court, but the young man came of age and the parties 
were married over again, and fo the matter was never brought to 
a trial.” The cafe of Compton againit Bearcroft happened a con- 
fiderable time after Lord Mansfield’s opinion, and was decided in 
favour of: marriages celebrated in Scotiand. Yet it was ftill the 
opinion of many very able lawyers, that fuch marriages are not 
good, and that if the marriage was forcible, improvident, or clan- 
ueftine, and was tried in the Court of King’s-Bench, it is a doubt 

whether 
) Huberus. 
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whether the offender or offenders would not come under the 
heavy and alarming penalties of the ftatute laws.—The writer 
would be glad to fee this matter illuftrated by an abler pen; he 
hopes his well meant compilation of opinions will be received with 


candour. 
A. B. 
Briftel, April 9, 1791- 





Extrails from Obfervations made on a Tour from Bengal 
to Perfiain 1786 and 1787. 


By WitttaM Franckriin, Enfign in the Eaft India Company’s 
Bengal Eftablifbment. 


(Continued from Page 404.) 


N the 13th of December being detained feven months at 
this ifland, for want of a paflage, I at length embarked on 
board an Arabian fhip, bound for Buiiora, in company with Cap= 
tain Mitchell and Lieuts. James and Curry, of the Madras 
military eftablifhment, who were on their way to Europe over 
land. We had on board an exact epitome of Afia, being a 
collection of Armenians, Perfians, Arabiens, Ethiopians, Jews, 
Greeks, and Indians, who created as much confulion.of congues 
asat the building of the tower of Babel. On the 24th, inthe 
evening, we faw Cape Rofalgate; and on the rft of January, 
1787, came toanchor in the harbour of Mufcat: The entrance 
into this harbour is truly picturefque ; it has a bold fhore, with 
arange of high mountains extending about {ixty milesin length 
from Cape Rofalgate (which is oppofite the Scindian Gulph), to 
Mutcat, and forms a very grand natural profpet; the :ugged- 
nels of the rocks marking very characteriftically the country of 
Arabia, The inner harbour is guarded by two forts, very in- 
differently fituated. Mufcatitfelf is a place of confiderable trade, 
as well with the Arabian and Per{:an Gulphs, as with Surat, bom- 
bay, and the Coaits of Malabar and Coromandel. ‘The town, 
as is ufual in moit Kaftern countries, is badly built, and the itreets 
very narrow; they have, however, a good and well furnifhed 
bazar, roofed at the top; the ftreets crofs each other at right 
angles, and to each is allotted its particular merchandize for fale. 
Maufcat liesin lat. 23. 15. .N. oppolite to the Gulph of Ormuz, 
and 
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and is governed by-an Imaum, or independent prince, over the 
province of Oman, of which Mufcat is thecapital. ‘This pro- 
vince of Oman is a part of Yemen, or Arabia Felix; the 
Imaum refides at a diftance of two days journey inland, where he 
lives in fplendour ; his Vakeel Sheick Khulfaun received us with 
great civility. The whole country round this place is one con- 
tinued folid rock, without a blade of grafs, or any kindof. ver- 
dure to be feen; but this barrennefs the natives affirm to be amply 
recompenfed by the fertility and beauty of the inland country ; as 
indeed it ought to be. ‘The reflection of the fun from thefe 
rocks muft neceffarily caufe intenfe and almoft infupportable heats, 
which during thé fummer feafon are fo great, that all the natives, 
who are able, retire inland as foon as they commence; this, 
added to the fatal effects of the fmall-pox, for which they have no 
cure, being ignorant of the application of medicine, caufes the 
people in general ‘to be afflicted with diforders in their eyes; fo 
much fo, that you fcarcely meet one perfon out of three, who 
has not vifibly {uffered from either of the caufes atove mentioned. 

Several Gentoo merchants refide here, for the convenience of 
trade ; alfo a broker on the behalf of the Englifh Eaft India 
Company ; but the government will not admit (though often 
urged to it) of any European factory being eftablifhed. The 
policein Mufcat is excellent—On the 25th of January,Cap- 
tain James Mitchell, cur fellow-paflenger, died, to the great grief 
ef us all: we interred him the fame day, on fhore, at Mutcat’; 
a Dutch fhip lying in the harbour, commanded by Captain Ste- 
wart, faluted the corpfe on going on fhore with nine guns, as did 
alfo an Englith fnow, there at the fame time. His funeral was as 
decently conducted as circumftances would admit, and every at- 
tention poffible was paidto his remains, On the 26th we failed 
for Buflora. On the 4th of February, wealfo loft Lieutenant 
Thomas James, another of our companions ; whofe body we 
committed to the deep. Shortly after, Mr. Curry and myfelf, 
who were the only two remaining, fell fick of violent fevers, which 
Jafted near a month, and reduced us fo much, that we had reafon 
to expect the fame fate. Onthe 28th of February, arrived at 
Abu Shehy. Lieutenant Curry and myfelf went on thore, where 
we were received by Mr. Gally, the Company’s refident at that 
place. Abu Shehr is a {mail fea port town on the coaft of Pertia, 
andisunder the government of a Sheick, who is tributary to 
Shirauz. The Englifh Eait India Company have a factory here, 
but I believe little bufinefs is carried on, owing to the ruinous 
{tate 
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fate of Perfia; caravans come frequently to this place from 
Shirauz, and bring the commodities of that city, which are exe 
ported to different parts of India, On the gth of March, my good 
friend,’ Lieutenant Curry, quitted me, and proceeded to Buffora : 
Our parting was painful to-us, as we had lately experienced many 
trying feenes together, which cemented our -triendfhip ; but our 
feparate deftinations made it neceflary.—An opportunity offering 
fhortly afterwards of proceeding to Shirauz, I eagerly embraced 
it, although not yet quite recovered from my fever, and accordingly 
determined to fet out with a cafila or caravan, juft then on the point 
of departure. Onthe 15th of March, I lett Abu Shehr: Our 
eafila confifted of about thirty mules, and twenty or thirty horfes; 
thefe and camels being the only mode of travelling made ufe of 
in this country: Our firft day’s march was about four furfengs, 
or fixteen Englifh miles; the road at fetting out lay overe barren 
plain, but the latter part of the way comingto fome verdure, we 
halted at a place called Checanduck. The Perfian furfeng is the 
Parafanga of the Greeks, and is equal in meafurement to nearly 
four Englifh miles. The 16th, we travelled four furfengs, the 
moft part inthe night, and arrived about eight o’clock in the 
morning, near Berazgoon, a confiderable and populous village, 
furrounded by a brick wall, and flanked with turrets ; under the 
dominion, and dependent of, Shirauz—Halted that day and the 
hext, forthe purpofe of fhoeing the horfes and mules belonging te 
the cafila, preparatory to our afcending the mountains, which we 
were now approaching. 18th, Moved at four in the morning, and 
about eight encamped near the village of Dowlakic, diftance three 
furfengs. rgth, Moved at four in the morning, and a little after 
fix entered the narrow ‘pafs which is the read tothe four moun- 
tains, and is exceedingly difficult, from the great number of loofe 
ftones. At nine encamped:at fome diftance on the other fide of 
the-village of Dowlakie, at the foot of the firft mountain. We 
reckoned this day’s journey three furfengs. “The heat of thefe 
three laft days were exceflive ; but they told me it would foon be 
changed toa piercing cold. 20th, Marched at four in the morn- 
ing, and began to afcend the firft mountain, which is very high, 
and the road almoft impafiable, from the vaft number of large 
loofe tones that had fallen down on each fide in the way: Near 
two miles of the latter part of theafcent is almoft perpendicular, 
and fo'very narrow as only to admit of one perfon or beaft of 


. burden pailing atatime : The fcene was truly difagreeable and 


even dangerous, fromthe fteep precipices, and frequent flipping 
and 
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and falling of the horfes and mules ; our only means of fafety on 
one fide depending on a {mall parapet wall, about three feet high ; 
on the other the mountain towering up into the clouds {trikes the 
beholder with an awful dread ; a broad and rapid river runs at the 
bottom, which by its roaring adds to the terrific grandeur of the 
feene. Having at length attained the fummit, we were furprifed 
by the appearance of a level extenfive plain; whereas, after 
climbing fuchaheight, we might naturally have expected a de- 
fcent. ‘This plain is about four furfengs, or fixteen miles, in ex- 
tent ; itis fituated between the mountains, and abounds in game, 
particularly the red-legged partridge, which we faw in great 
abundance.—A little after nine we encamped at the village of 
Khifht ; we here began to experience a fenfible alteration in the 
_ weather. At Dowlaike, in the valley below, we were almoft 
fcorched to death with heat ; whereas the air on the top of this 
mountain, and the plain of Khifht,is very fharp and piercing ; 
diftance three furfengs. art, Being the Perfian feftival of the 
Nooroze, or New Year’s Day, we halted. In the ancient times 
of Perfia this day ufed to be celebrated with great joy and feftivity 
throughout the empire, and has fince been kept as {uch under the 
Mahomedan government. ‘The people of the cafila made them- 
felves as merry as their circumftances would admit of; andal- 
though in general the food of thefe people is no more than a few 
dates and butter-milk, yet on this occafion, the Cheharwadar, or 
mafter of the cafila, fent tothe neighbouring village, and pro- 
cured fome mutton, which he gave to his men, and partook with 
them of a comfortable pilau. 22d, Moved at four in the morn- 
ing ; about fix’ afcended the fecond mountain, which is fill 
higher than the former, but the road not fo dangerous : We ar- 
rived, about nine, at the village of Comarige: At this place the 
Rah Dar, or toll-gatherer, demanded one toman (about thirteen 
rupees ), as a toll, although the cuftom for every paflenger, whether 
European, Jew, or Armenian, is only one piaftre, which is equal 
to one rupee. He alleged that I wasa Feringy (Chriftian), and 
therefore ought to pay more: As I had no refource, { fhould have 
been obliged to comply, had not the mafter of the cafila oppofed 
the impofition, and threatened to complain on our arrival at 
Shirauz; on which the toll-gatherer defitted. This day we tra- 
velled three furfengs, 23d, Moved at four in the morning ; about 
hine arrived at the city of Kazeroon, diftance five furfengs. 


24th, Proceeded at five, and at half paft eight arrived at the foot ' 


ef the third mountain, fituated on the confine of the plain, where 
the 
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the city of Kazeroon is built; diftance three furfengs, 25th, Mo- 
ved at four in the morning, and begamto aicend the third moun- 
tain, which although not fo high and fteep as the two former, yet 
isfufficiently fo to make the afcent uneafy and. difficult; a great 
part of the road on one fide is made of mafons work entirely, 
the materials hewn out of the mountain: It hasa parapet wall af 
about three feet high, like the former: Its afcent is winding. 
About eight o’clock we arrived ina moft delightful valley, by an 
eafy and gentle defcent ; entirely covered with a {pecies of the 
oak and birch, which being fituated between two high mountains, 
is extremely pleafant; the air began now to be piercing cold, and 
we perceived the fnow lying very thick on the mountain before us, 
which we were to pafs the next day ; proceeded on through the 
valley, and encamped about nine o’clock at the foot of the fourth 
and Jaft mountain, in our journey to Shirauz; diftance travelled 
this day three furfengs. 26th, Marched at twoin the morning, 
and began toafcend the mountain, which the Perftans call the 
Peera Zun, or the old woman, by way of diftinctions ‘This is 


-higher than all the former, and near twelve miles in length ; we 


were near five hours in gaining the fummit, when a profpect 
opened to our fight, fcarcely to be equalled in beauty, nor can 
imagination well conceive a more delightful one; although we be- 
held it whilft the ruggednefs of winter was not yet well worn 
off, ftill the great quantity of wood on its fide denoted it to be a 
moft delightful place fora fummer refidence; the view from the 
top ismoft ftrikingly romantic, the three preceding mountains 
feeming beneath your feet ; the fummit is covered with fnow, 
and in many places where the rain had fallen, was ice of confi- 
derable thicknels. Below, on each fide, we beheld the vallies all 
opening to the beauties of fpring, well watered by running 
ftreams, the great lake on the plain of Kazeroon appearing in its 
full extent. Icannot but confefs, that the fatigues of the for- 
mer part of the way were amply made up by the delightfalnefs of 
this profpect, the fharp clear air giving an increafe of cheerful- 
nefs and hilarity to my {pirits. By a fteep defcent we gained the 
plain below in about half an hour, and at nine o’clock encamped 
near the village of Defterjin—This day we travelled four fur- 
fengs anda half. 27th, Moved at four in the morning ; at a 
little after eight, arrived at the village of Khoon Zineoon : Near 
this village runs a very pleafant river, which extends to Shirauz. 
Mr. Niebuhr has laid this down as the Rodheuna, probably trom 
the people who gave him his ipformation, calling it Rood Khoona, 
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as that name in Perfian implies a ftream, or river; the natives of 
the place mentioning it by the appellation of Rood Khoona Zi- 


neoon, or theriver of Zincoon. 28th, Moved off at four,and at . 


half paft nine arrived at a caravanferai_in ruins, near the village 
of Chinar Rehadar. ‘This day we travelled four furfengs, 
29th, Moved alittle after five, and at nine arrived in fafety, by 
the blefling of God, at the city of Shirauz, the place of my 
deftination, four furfengs. 


(To be continued.) 





Exiraés from the Secret Memoirs of Robert, Count de Pa. 
vades, written by Himfelf, , on coming out of the Baftile. 
Serving to fupply fome important Fatis for the Hiftory of 
the late War; and containing an Account of his Tranf- 
attions, as a Spy in England, with the real Caufes of the 
Failure of the ever memorable Expedition againft Ply. 

- mouth, in 1779. 


(Continued from Page 409.) 


T noon, as we were in fight of the Land’s End, we defcried 
three fhips driven confiderably out of the enemy’s line, and 

were in hopes of taking them. At two o’clock, they were more 
than three leagues afunder from their line, and almoft oppofite to 
the head of our line ; we could very eafily diftinguifh them. In 
the morning the Englifh fleet confifted of 39 fhips, at noon we 
could count only 36. I was one of the firft who noticed thefe 
three detached fhips, which I continued to watch till night. At 
two o’clock, and again at three, 1 pointed them out, in hopes that 
they would throw out the fignals to fome of the fhips in the head 
of the line, or to the light fquadron, to bear down upon them’; 
but I was anfwered that they could not yet think of breaking the 
line, that M. de Cordova, who was in the rear, would be fure to 
catch them, and that it was, befides, impoffible for them to efcape. 
I farther remarked at four o’clock, that thefe fhips were oppo- 
fite the rear of our line, that they fuffered themfelves to be fepa- 
rated on purpofe, and though they had all their fail out, they did 
not make any way; that their manoeuvres plainly fhewed they 
had an intention to pafs behind us; but our officers faid that was 
not poflible. Laftly, at five o’clock (the wind had changed ” the 
alt, 
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‘caft,- and then again to the fouth-eaft) one of thefe three fhips, 
which had been driven: farther than the two others, tacked about, 
and failed before the wind in a north-eaft direction, and pafled 
behind us fo quickly, that fhe was foon out of fight; the weather 
became cloudy, and the two other fhips inftead of keeping near 
the wind, took the advantage of the dufk of the evening to get 
off, by fteering to the fouth fouth-eaft. Notonly my/elf, but the 
whole crew were witnefles to the manoeuvres of thefe fhips, which 
were firft rates, The Admiral was equally informed of their 
motions ; but when hefpoke about them, the officers told him, he 
might make himfelf eafy, for they could not efcape ; which, how- 
ever, they did completely, owing to our negligence. ‘To make 
matters worfe, at fix o’clock M. de Cordova gave the fignal of 
having difcovered a flect to the leeward; in confequence of which 
we were ordered to tack about, and to make a general chafe. 

If wehad continued to purfue the enemy, we fhould have over- 
taken them, and they would then have hadno other refuge but Spit- 
head, where we fhould have blocked them up, which would have 
been a fine ftroke for us ; for we fhould have then been matters 
of the Ifle of Wight, from whence they could have eafily bee 
bombarded and deftroyed; but all hopes were gone from the moe 
ment the purfuit was given up. 

After we had continued to chafe for an hour, we difcovered ata 
diftance a number of fhips, bearing Englith colours, as was 
thought ; our people began to make fure of victory, as the fhips 
could not fail of being intercepted. Their {fpirits revived, 
till they heard a falute of 20 guns, which was returned by the 
Spanifh Admiral. This fleet, which they had taken to be the Eng= 
ith, and which had been already furrounded, confifted of fix Dutch 
merchantmen, convoyed by a fingle frigate ; and were fuffered to 
proceed on their courfe, at the expehce of afalute. Every report 
of the guns was a death-blow to our expectations, and gave 
another inftancé of our blunders. The whole fleet flackened fail, 
was ordered to move in three divifions, and fteered to the weft 
north-weft, 

From the moment that the fleet left fight of Plymouth, and that. 
all hopes of taking this fort were loft, 4 was quite out of {pirits 
and difgufted ; and finding that I was now of no ufe on board, 
and my health was impaired, I requefted leave of the Admiral to 
let me take the opportunity of returning home in the Triton, 
which was going back to France. He confented, and accord- 

ingly .I left the Bretagne on the 3d of September, at fix o’clock 
3G2 in 
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in the evening ; and the next day at noon, we anchored in the har- 
bour of Brett. 

I only ftopped three days at Breft, to let Count d’Orvilliers’ 
meffenger get the ftart of me in acquainting the Minifter with 
the particulars of-our proceedings, as I had been requefted.— 
Probably he was afraid that my report would not be in his favour ; 
but from all I have faid, it will eafily be feen what opinion I had 
formed of this general officer. . Both to the Minifters, and to 
every body elfe before whom I have fpoken of ‘him, I have held 
the fame language as in thefe. memoirs. Count d’Orvilliers, to 
the qualifications of a good Admiral, united a degree of weak- 
nefs, which is often obferved in great men. As he had too much 
diffidence imhis abilities, he never maintained with fufficient firm- 
nefs his own opinion, though it was the beft ;_ nor enforced his firft 
orders, though they were always judicious; he was too eafily per- 
fuaded that he was miftaken. ' 

The day I landed, I fupped at M. De la Porte’s, with whom 
Thad a good deéal of. converfation about the fleet ; but I took 
‘ care to make no remarks upon Count d’Orvilliers, which could 
‘tend to call in queftion his abilities, or raife any doubts about the 
propriety of his meafures, 

I fpent the whole of the next day with the fame perfon, except- 
ing a vifit which I made in the afternoon to fome ladies, in whofe 
company I met with feveral officers of the marine. In the courfe 
of our converfation, I was afked what fort of accommodation 
{ had found on thip-board: I replied, that my attendants had fuf- 
fered a good deal ; and that as for myfelf, I expected to have been 
better off, after what Count d’Orvilliers, and the Minifter had told 
me: I added, that this was entirely owing to my being prevented, 
by circumftances, from getting on board till after all the births 
had been occupied : but I obferved, that I had no complaints to 
make againft the officers on this head nor was I over difficult, 
for I had undergone many hardfhips and difficulties at fea, for 
nearly two years before; but neverthelefs I expected to have been 
better off on board the Admiral’s fhip. Some of the common 
volunteers had better births than 1 had, 

On the 6th I paid a vifit to the Marquis d’Aubeterre, and to 
M. de Langeron ; but did not enter into any particular conver- 
fation about the fleet. Onthe 7th I Jeft Breft, with Captain 

Hamilton, who was irritated againft Coynt d’Orvilliers, for the 
fevere reprimand which he had received on the 31{t of Auguft.— 
He fought to be revengedin acruel manner, by fpreading abroad 
unfavourable 
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unfavourable reports of him, and by accufing him as the caufe 
of the bad fuccefs of the expedition, I remonftrated with him 
on this point; but he felt himfelf fo much hurt, that it was without 
ect. 

the mean time the importance of my meafures, and the 
ardour and intrepidity which I fhewed, had drawn upon me the 
attention of the public, and excited envy. I pafled for being the 
perfon who had faid all that this officer had uttered; becaufe it 
was not known that he was come on fhore, but it was well known 
that was. He went on before me, and continued to, propagate 
the fame reports againft the Admiral and the fleet. All this was 
laidtomycharge. I did not hear of thefe reports till two months 
afterwards, and I. only mention them here to exculpate myfelf _ 
from being the author of them; and to fhew that I did not de- 
ferve the fevere reproaches, which were caft upon me on this 
account, ; 

I was very near being killed about 40 leagues from Breft, 
owing to the carcleflnefs of the poftillions 5 but luckily my car- 
riage happened to be the only fufferer. I did not come off fo well 
in going into Rennes ; for one of the wheels being caught in the 
fpring, | ordered the driver to ftop, that I might examine it: 
whilit I was imprudently trying to difengage it, he, for want 
of attending to what I was about, drove on; and, as I had not 
time to draw my arm, it muft have been inevitably torn to pieces, 
if. the axle-tree had not broken; but my right hand was badly 
crufhed by the overturning of the carriage. It happened at mid- 
night. I was immediately carried to the neareft inn, for the ne- 
ceilary affiftance. -The Intendant of the province having heard 
of my accident, came at eight o’clock in the morning, to offer me 
his fervices ; I thought myielf much indebted, for this attention, 
toa magiftrate who had no acquaintance withme. He brought 
me an invitation to dine with the Bifhop of Rennes; but 1 thought 
I could not accept it, on account of my accident, and therefore 
only promiled to makehimacall. This prelate received me with 
particular civility ; he talked to me a good deal about my own 
affairs, and told me, that being intimately acquainted with M. de 
Sartine, he knew all my tranfactions. I attributed this kind ree 
ception to the character which the Minifter had given him of .me. 
He moreover told me, that he received twice a week an exact 
journal of the proceedings of the flect; and, indeed, he appeared 
tome to be very well informed, 

This 
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This puts me in mind of an abufe, which I fhould not otherwife 
have mentioned. Whenever a frigate was difpatched from the 
fiect, every body had the liberty of fending letters by it; this gave 
the enemy an opportunity of coming at the knowledge of every 
thing that pafled on board. For whilft the fleet was employed 
upon the Spanifh coaft, in fettling their line of battle, andin re. 
peating the fignals; drawings and defcriptions of the whole ‘were 
received in England, even before the plan of them had been dif 
tributed on ‘board each fhip ; the Avignon Gazette made mention 
of this; at which they were furprifed, though it was plain enough 
how it happened; fince the perfons who had the management of 
thefe operations of the fleet, fold for 24 fous a fheet, every thing 
that was printed on board. One of the failors bought for me a 
book containing a compleat and coloured collection of all the fig- 
nals, and likewife an account of all the orders of the feet, for 
which he gave a louis d’or ; fimilar copies were fent on fhore : if 
the parcels were too big to be putin the letter-bag, they were 
given to the boat’s crew of the frigates, with dire¢ctions to deliver 
them to fuch and ‘fuch perfons at Breft.- By the fame means that 
every failor was acquainted with the actual {tate of the fleet, and 
what ftock of provifions there was on board; not only France, 
but England, got intelligence of it. 

I talked to the Bifhop of the faults which had been com- 
mitted; and we joined in lamenting the little advantage that 
had been derived from an expedition, which had raifed fuch great 
expectations. He prefled me fo ftrongly to dine with him, that 
notwithitanding my wounded hand, I thought I could not in po- 
litenefs refufe him. 

Befides other company there were two Colonels of the Infan- 
try, who pretended to know the particulars refpecting the tranf- 
actions in which I had been engaged, and related many circum- 
ftances, that I knew nothing about, and to which I replied only by 
a file, which they took for a mark of approbation. ‘Thefeab- 
furdities, which I did not then take the trouble to contradict, were 
afterwards laid to my charge at Paris. 

I fet out from Rennes at midnight. On the 11th I arrived at 
Alencon, where my hand giving me much pain, I ftopped fome 
hours to have it drefled, and alfo to repair my carriage, which had 
been again broken. Here I received a vifit from Mr. Boteler, 
Cuptain of the Ardent; to whom, as he was out of moncy, I of- 
fered my purfe. He took 200. fterling upon his word of honour 
and remitted me the money immediately after his return to re 
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Thad, at different times,  aflifted in this way above 60 perfons, as 
well officers as merchants, while they were prifoners in England, 
to enable them to return to their country ; and, I may add, to the 
honour of all thofe whom I had thus relieved, that they took care 
to reimburfe me, on their return to France. 


(To be continued.) 





The HERMIT of SNOWDEN; 
O R, 
Memirs of Albert and Lavinia, 


[Written by Himfelf, and found after his Death near the Place of his 
Retirement. ] 


FTER paffing twenty years immured within the tofom of 2 
A dreary cell, remote from all the comforts of fociety, and 
devoted to a life of mortification and forrow, the demon of re- 
morfe ftill haunts me every where, and upbraids me even in my 
midnight flumbers, with a crime for which no penance can atone. 

Oh reader ! if thefe memoirs fhould ever fall into a human 
hand, commiferate the fufferings of Albert; and let the pages 
which record his guilt and his misfortunes be a warning to you, 
never like him to trifle with a feeling heart; but if you love, 
and meet a kind return, difmifs fufpicion from your foul ; for itis 
a weed foquick of growth, and fo baneful tofelicity, that if it 
once takes root within your bofom, your happinels is loft for 
ever. 

I launched forth into the diffipated fcenes of fafhionable life 
with a fortune iufficient to gratify my moft ambitious defires ; and 
nature had been prodigal inher bounty to me; but like a wretch 
unworthy of her favour, I perverted the talents fhe had given 
me from their proper ufe ; and inftead of making them beneficial 
to fociety, I turned them to the purpofes of intrigue and feduction, 
The confequences were fuch as might be expected from a com- 
bination of wealth and genius employed in the purfuit of illicit 
pleafures.. Few women could defend their hearts againft the 
flattery of my eloquence, and the infinuating foftnefs of myad- 
drefs: And with thofe whofe minds were tainted by venality, my 
gold prevailed where my perfuafions had been unfuccefsful ; and 
Tranged at large amongit the fex, a daring and unprincipled 
voluptuary, But though my paflions were gratified by thele li- 
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bertine attachments, there remained a vacuum in my heart which 
fenfual pleafure could not fill. I languifhed for more refined en- 
joyments ; for that union of confenting fouls which forms the fall 
perfection of felicity, and leaves us nota wifh,—not a hope un- 
realized. 

At length I found a woman intended as it were by nature to 
beftow upon me this fuperlative extreme of happinefs. Lavinia 
was the moft charming of her fex: Her mind was faultlefs as her 
perfon, and from the mcment that its rich endowments had un- 
folded themfelves to my view, my foul knew no delight but in her 
fociety. A fimilitude of tafte, difpofition, and fentiment, foon 
united us in the ftricteft bonds of affection, and my vanity, as well 
as my love was gratified by the conqueft of her heart : For what 
man could be infenfible to the glory of being beloved by a woman 
who knew fo well how to difcriminate real worth, and whofe mind 
was incapable of yielding its regards to the claim of fuperficial 
endowments, 

But the joy of feeing myfelf thus fingled out as the object of 


her efteem was of very fhort continuance. I had imbibed anill 


opinion of women, from my connections with the loofer part of . . 


the fex, and I feared that they were all alike the flaves of paffion 
or of avarice. Under the delufion.of this illiberal idea, 1 wronged 
the generous nature of Lavinia, by fufpeéting her of mercenary 
views ; and asit was my ambition to be loved for my merit, in- 
ftead of being favoured on account of my fortune, | refolvedto 
wy the difintereftednefs of her affection for me, before I made an 
offer of my hand. Oh! that the bounty of Heaven had placed 
her in a ftate of affluence which might have precluded fo unjuft 
and fo fatal a fufpicion. But fhe had been deprived of her birth- 
right by the chicanery of law, a little before the commencement 
-of our acquaintance; and foon after by the fudden death of a 
relation, became dependant for fupport on the capricious favour 
of a world, which is never very folicitous to draw fuperior merit 
from obfcurity, or to crown the exertions of unpatronized genius 
with the reward they are fo juftly entitled to. The betterto 
effect the trial I meditated, I contrived to have it hinted to Lavinia, 
that my circumftances were far from being fo affluentas the 
world fuppofed them ; that I had from time to time fuftained con- 
fiderable loffesyby the villainy of thofe whohad the management of 
my fortune ; that I was prodigal in the extreme to women of 
gallantry, and had wafted {ums upon them which would foon ex 
shauit a princely revenue ; and that. by continuing to fupport an 
expeniive . 
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expenfive ftile of living to which my income at firft was barely 
adequate, and now, inits dimtinifhed ftate fell fhort of fupplying 


' by hundreds every year, I muft foon be reduced to abfolut: 


bankruptcy, unlefs I married a wife with a very large fortune, to 
retrieve my deranged affairs. : 

Toconfirm Lavinia in the belief of this delufive tale of my 
embarraflient, I took occafion at our next interview, to complain 
of the enormous expence attending fafhionable pleafures; lament 
the hard neceffity of either fupporting that ftyle of life which a 
man had at firft embarked in, or giving up. his conneétions, his 
intereft, and his expe€tancies, and finking at once into obfcurity 
and contempt. I then made atranfition, as if by accident, to the 
fubject of ufury; curft the rapacious race of Jews, with the 
energetic warmth of one who had beena fufferer by their extor- 
tions; and then, asif I recollected myfelf, abruptly dropt the 
converfation, aflumed an air of tender melancholy, and took leave 
of Lavinia in a manner calculated to make her fuppofe that 


‘ affection and prudence were at war with my foul. 1 was pre- 


vioully engaged to pafs the evening of that day with the family 
whom fhe then was vifiting, and at whofe houfe I had been in- 
troduced to her acquaintance. I went there rather earlier than 
ufual, and found Lavinia alone in the drawing room; when I 
entered, fhe was penfive, melancholy, and referved ; and it was 


_ evident that what had paffed in the morning made her thinka 


change of behaviour neceflary: For till then the fmile of fatif- 
fa€tionand the glow of pleafure always brightened’in her coun- 
tenance at my approach. It was neara quarter of an hour be- 
fore the family came to us; and though Lavinia often endea- 
voured to break the aukwardnefs of her fituation, by introducing 
fome indifferent fubject, fhe was too much embarrafled to fueceed, 
and I purpofely denied her my affiftance; for I felt a joy inher 
perplexity, which I confidered as an omen in my favour, and 
fought rather to increafe than remove it. Befides I was ha; py in 
fuch an opportunity of probing the recefles of her heart, which 
often betrayed its emotions by an involuntary figh, or a tear itart- 
ing from her eyes, whenever they encountered the tender and me- 
lancholy glances of mine ; for I afflumed an air of forrow, little 
confonant to my feelings, in order to convince myfelf whether 
intereft or affection had produced thofe appearances of regard 
which I beheld with fo much pleafure; but with a pleafure fo 
embittered by anxiety and fufpicion, that it was fometimes al- 
moft turned toanguith. Her prefent behaviour, however, gave 
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me ftrong aflurance that I poflefled her heart,—for pity is the fitter 
of love ;—and_ it was impoffible for me to doubt that fhe commi- 
ferated the diftrefs fhe thought me labouring under. | 

Oh! that I had at that moment given way to the dictates of 


affe&tion.—That I had thrown my arms around the forrowing . 


Lavinia—lulled all her cares to reft upon my bofom, and acknow- 
ledging the injury which too miftruftful love had done her gene- 
rous nature, implored the Blefling of her hand in proof of her 
forgivenefs—But fhame reftrained me from confeffing the abje&t 
part I had acted: I felt myfelf degraded by my bafenefs, andI 
could not bear to acknowledge how unworthy I was of her 
efteem. During this confiict between pride and affection, our 
eéte a téte was interrupted by the entrance of the family ; and 
the converfation turned on different fubjeéts : But Lavinia could 
not recover her fpirits fufficiently to join in it, and was obliged 
to plead a head-ache in excufe for a dejeStion which it was notin 
her power to conceal : I faw her diftrefs—I felt for it, and ac- 
cufing myfelf as the occafion of her fufferings, was often on the 
point of intreating her to indulge me with a few minutes audience 
in another room, that I might throw myfelf at her feet, and con- 
fefs the duplicity [had been guilty of: But ptide, that tyrant of 
the human breaft, oppofed the generous refolution ; and when it 
became fo late that{ could not protract my vifit any longer, I 
took leave of Lavinia, without coming to any explanation. She 
was to fet out the next day ona journey toa very diftant part of 
the kingdom ; and as fhe was likely to continue there fome 
months, I requefted permiffion to write toher ; fhe granted my 
requeft with an air of perturbation which fhewed how much her 
heart was interefted in the event ; though at the fame time there 
was fomething inher countenance that feemed to fay, fhe con- 
demned herfelf for engaging in a correfpondence of fo dangerous 
a nature; for at that moment fhe confidered me as a man with 
whom it was impoffitle fhe fhould ever be united upon honourable 
terms, and her \ irtue took alarm at the confequences which might 
refult from the continuance of our intimacy under fuch cir- 
cumftances. 

When I returned home, and came to reflect ferioufly upon the 
events of the evening, I reproached mytelf moft feverely for the 
artifice [ had practifed, and would have given half my fortune to 
recall what had paffed.in the courfe of the day. How meanan 
opinion, faid 1, mutt Lavinia entertain of my integrity, when 
the fallehoods Ihave given a fanction. to by my hints, and my 
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behaviour this morning, are made known to her ? Will fhe not 
defpife, nay perhaps renounce for ever, the man who could de- 
fcend to fuch hypocrify? or will fhe yield her faith to my affer- 
tionthat it was excefs of love, and tie defire of affuring mylelf 
thatI received afull and uninfluenced return, which determined 
me to make fuch a trial of her affection? 

But while I was thus condemning myfelf for my diffimulation, 
and foreboding the fatal confequences it might produce, the demon 
of fufpicion, which was now become an inmate of my bofom, 
fuggefted the idea of Lavinia’s having difcovered, by her pene- 
trating fagacity, that the ftory of my embarrafled circumftances 
was invented merely to try her difintereftednefs; and tiat fhe 
was now employing art againft art, in order to fecure the conqueft 
fhe had gained over my affections, This ungenerous and cruel 
fuppofition had no fooner fixt itfelf inmy mind, than I refolved 
to prove Lavinia’s fentiments ftill further, before I made an un- 
equivocal declaration of my own; for though I had given her 
many oblique aflurances of a tender and honourable att:chment, 
Ialways avoided coming dire¢tly to the point; and took care to 
convey my profeflions of regard infuch ambiguous language, as to 
leave room for a very different interpretation from that which her 
unfufpecting generofity of foul induced her to annex to them 5 
and I now determined to adopt the fame duplicity of ftile inthe 
letters I fhould write to Lavinia, inftead of acknowledging my 
fault, as I had before refolvedto do, and making her at once an 
offer of my hand, as an atonement for the injuftice I had done her. 

Oh ! angel excellence ! what years of mifery had I efcaped by 
purfuing my firft determination? But I was unworthy of the hap- 
pinefs I fhould have then enjoyed in your fociety ; and ought to 
bear with refignation the punifhment which Heaven inflicts to 
chaften and reform me. 

(To be continued.) 





Anfwer,by W. Rogers, of St. Stephens, to R. Eales’s Enigma, 
inferted January 24. 


ie Sol, refplendent god of day ! 
Has chas’d the fhades of night away, 
Then DEW drops by his heat expand, 
And fromthe earth in clouds afcend, 
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*,* We have received the like anfwer from Anna; J. K.C, 
near Wells; J. Rees, Briftol; J. Collins, Uffculm ; Furze 
Stub, Long Moor; Mentor; R. B. near Axminfter; Philario, 
near Colyton ; Mofes Hill, Afhburton ; Philomytticus, Lifkeard; 
Amy Templeman, of Blackdown School; Linus, Crewkerne ; 
R. Pivot; R. Gilbert, of Crediton ; $. Major, Colyton; J. T, 
Exon; Amico Crewkernfienfis; R. Lifcombe, Newton Abbot; 
T. Gill junior, Stythians ; J. Ifaac, Crediton ; and D. Robarts, 
St. Columb. 





Anfwer, by Antonomafio, of Awlifcombe, to F. K. C's Enigma, 
inferted ‘Fanuary 31. 
re on your hints, and at laft I concluded, 
That WATER is that unto which you alluded. 

t§t We have received the like anfwer from ‘Tho. Giles, of 
Bridgwater; S. Major, and R. C. B. Colyton; R. Lifcombe, 
of Newton Abbot; John Ifaac, and R. Gilbert, of Crediton ; 
T. Hannaford junior, of Totnes; P. Baftow, of Buckfaftleigh ; 
T. Walker ; ‘IT’. Whicker, and H. C. Grange, Exon; R. Pivot; 
Furze Stub, Long Moor; Amico Crewkerafientis; M. Hill, of 
Athburton ; J. ‘Tucker, Penryn; G. Hix, Wefton Zoyland; 
T. Gilljun. Stythians ; and J. Collins, of Uffculm. 





Anfwer, by T. Hannaford junior, of Totnes, to Fuventus’s Anagram, 
inferted February 7. 


BONE, kind Sir, if chang’d aright, 
d NEBO, a Mount, prefents to fight. 





Anfuer, byT. Walker, to G. Webb’s Charade, inferted Feb. 7. 


\ HAT pity’tis, my gentle youth, 

The HEATHEN will not learn the truth. 

+§+ We have received the like anfwer from Antonomafio, 
Avlifcombe; Amy Templeman, Blackdown School; ‘Thomas 
Whicker, and H. C. Grange, Exon; S. Hill, Dawlifh; Thomas 
Giles, Bridywater ; R. Gilbert, and John Ifaac, Crediton ; John 
Collins, Uffculm ; T. Hannaford junior and Linus, of Totnes; 
R. Eales, Lifkeard ; T. Walker ; and W. Seaman, Calverleigh, 
; 4 CHA- 
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A CHARADE, by R. Eales. 


LD poets fay, tho’ credited by few, 
My firft receiv’d a youth whom thunder flew; 
My next was once in God’s almighty hand, 
An inftrument to vex a guilty land : 
And may.my whole good peace and order keep, 
That we within our beds may fafely fleep. 





——— 


A CHARADE, by Fohn Stephens, of St. Enoder. 


EHOLD, jolly fportiman, here’s fomething in view, 
That calls thy attention with fpeed ; 

Difpoflets’d of my firft itis certainly true, 

All thy efforts are nothing indeed, 
My fecond’s loud echo the hounds do revere, 

“When falfely or wildly they ftray : 
My firft and my fecond, ye wits, make appear, 

Then my whole you will quickly difplay. 





A QUESTION, by F. Rees, of Briftol. 
4 ony: is a mill-pond near Briftal, that has an aperture 


two feet fix inches below the head water, and four feet 
four inches wide, and fix inches deep.—Query what quantity of 
water flows out every minute, admitting the pond to be always 
kept full. 


K HORII ORI III 


*§* The Lif? of unmarried Ladies and Gentlemen cannot be 
inferted, it being calculated to offend the parties mentioned. Indeed 
Enigmatical Lifts are feldom worth infertion, 

*4* We earneftly requeft our Correfpondents to be more careful to 
render the different Productions they fend correct, that we may not be 
obliged to leave them out on Account of their Want of Merit.--lWe 
would alfo caution the Writers of Enigmas, Rebuffes, Charades, 
Queftions, Ec. againft fending any a Js as are original. 

*4* Our Correfpondents are defired to obferve, that they may fend 
their Favours by any of the Newfmen, free of Expence. 


POETRY. 





























P.O. T:a&- Yq. 


Epilogue to the new Play called Wild Oais, or the Strolling 
Gentlemen. 


By G. Corman, Funior, Efq. 


With trembling ftep advanc’d, to court your praife, 
And mercy beg for guilty poets’ plays : 
Like a fpoil’d mifs, now pert and forward grown, 
She chatters—on all bufinefs but her own. 
The play, the poet, actors, all forgot, 
Epilogue prates about—fhe knows not what : 
Lugs head and fhoulders in—a jumble all ! 
Box lobby Bobbys, Lady Mayorefs’ ball, 
Thick neckcloths, city frumps, cork rumps, and hops at Pew- 
terers’ Hall ! 
Let us, for once, however fafhion fway, 
Speak fomewhat of the poet and his play. 
How like ye our wilddrama ? Would ye know, 
A certain fower that went forth to fow ; 
Sprinkling his Oats—that’s characters—his Quakers, 
His failors, players, o’er five acts—that’s Acres? 
Or rather here his field: ’Tis you who nourifh 
The feeds of genius, and make merit flourifh. 
Hence fprings the harveft of the labourer’s toil ; 
From hence, this genial air, this generous toil 5 
If fuch the land, fecure our poet then, 
Save his Wild Oats, his Strolling Gentlemen. 
And let no ftroller, who our drama fees 


‘ WAS epilogue’s tame tafk, in modern days, i 


(For ftrollers now there are of ai/ degrees) 

"Think we mean fatire, when we mean to pleafe. 

We would not “ wring their withers” whofe fad curfe 

It is, in barns, to bellow forth blani. verfe; 

Where 
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Where hungry Richard deals forth death and grief, 
And ftakes a kingdom for a fteak of beef; 

Where crook-back’d Glo’fter plays the bloody glutton, 
And cuts up kings—but never cuts up mutton ; 
Where Romeo too, that billing turtle dove, 

Feeds with his Juliet upon airy love ; 

While Hamlet vainly fighs for boil’d and roaft, 
°Till Hamlet’s felf appears like Hamlet’s ghoft ! 
Where Denmark’s king, his murd’rous ends fulfilling, 
Soon gains acrown; the actor—not a fhilling. 
Thefe would we not offend: Our bard reveres 
Our ftrolling actors, and our acting Peers. 

Nor would he glance, like fome invidious elves, 
At thofe who act—to entertain themfelves. 

He is not one of thofe fame trait’rous fellows, 
To vex Right Honourable tame Othellos. 

If our wife Commons, ina fapient mood, 

A& plays thro’ Chriftmas for the country’s good— 
If Pierre plans treafon thro’ a black December, 
And votes at laft—an honeft country Member : 
If four-foot Lords will gay Lothario roar, 

And round fquab Lady Betties aé&t Jane Shore— 

If this be true, as Holy Writ or Bible, 

Tho ’tis a truth, our author means no libel ! 





To the Right Honourable the Houfe of Comnions. 
The humble Petition of allthe Docs and Puppiks of Great Britain. 


——Hounds and greyhounds, mungrels, fpaniels, curs, 
Shocks, water-rugs, and demi-wolves---the fwift, the flow, the fubtle, 
The houfe-keeper, the hunter ; every one---the little dogs and all, 
Tray, Blanch, and Sweet-heart. 

SHAKESPEARE. 


Humbly Sheweth, 


i eewesod your petitioners do to our Lord the King true alles 
giance bear, 
And to all his liege people wherefoever they be, far or near ; 
And both by land and water, as well by day as by night, 
a their friends to protect, and their enemies to 
affright. 


That 
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That your petitioners ferve in their feveral capacities as well for 
profit as pleafure ; 

And that they are at prefent lov’d and cherifh’d as a valuable 
treafure, 

Not only by farmers and fportfmen, but by ladies and beaux; 

And that it would take at leaft a volume their feveral merits to 
difclofe ; 

That they have with the utmoft forrow and grief of heart lately 
heard, 

Of fome petitions which to your Honourable Houfe have been 
preferr’d, 

That a tax fhould be impos’d on the whole canine race, 

In confequence of which they fear they fhall be hunted from 
place to place; 

And that when all their carcafes fhall be laid on or under the ground, 

Robberies, _houfe-breakings, and murders will moft plentifully 
abound ; 

That much grief and perplexity will alfo be caufed to thofe 
Britifh fair, 

To whom their lap-dogs and their purfes are almoft equally dear, 

Your petitioners therefore humbly hope that their cafe will be 
regarded, 


And that for their faithful fervices they fhall not be punith’d but 


rewarded : ; 

And then from time to time, and at all times, but more efpecially 
in the dark, 

Your petitioners, as in duty bound, will for ever barf. 


Signed by order, 


TOWZER, Secretaries 
POMPEY, é ont 
FIDELE, Delegates. 


Tfte of Dogs, April 16, 1791. 


An old Author's Defcription of a Blufh. 


A that life blood which from the heart is fent, 
In beauty’s field pitching his crimfon tent, 
In lovely fanguine fuits the lily cheek, 

“While it but for a refting place doth feek ; 
And changing oftentimes with fweet delight, 
Converts the white to red, the red to white ; 
The lovely blufh the palencfs doth difdain, 

The palenefs makes the blufh more fair again. 
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